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2010-11Highlights of the Year
SOTA was named a 2011 California Distinguished School. Schools were 
identified for eligibility on the basis of their Academic Performance Index and 
Adequate Yearly Progress results that are the state and federal accountability 
models, respectively. The schools selected are recognized for attaining high 
levels of performance and sustained growth, and for making significant progress 
in closing the academic achievement gap. SOTA was the only high school in San 
Francisco to receive the award in 2011.

SOTA collaborated with ECOSF and launched the School Farm next to the 
football field. A vibrant outdoor learning space was created and includes a 
food producing research farm with fruits, vegetables, herbs, native habitat, and 
urban livestock, on-site composting, greenhouse nursery operations, rainwater 
collection system,an outdoor classroom/kitchen powered by solar energy 
and small, functional examples of natural building techniques and appropriate 
technology from around the world.

The Instrumental Music Department held their 1st Annual Crab Feed 
Fundraiser and silent auction for over 300 hungry patrons. The sell out crowd 
feasted on all-you-could-eat dungeness crab, salad, noodles, and garlic bread 
while the SOTA musicians entertained and student waiters served the food. 

The Vocal Department produced and sold copies of their first holiday CD, 
Peace • Joy • Harmony, raising over $25,000 to fund a choral tour to Chicago. 
Fifty students journeyed to the Windy City during Spring Break and spent five 
days participating in master classes, collaborating with local high school choirs, 
visiting landmarks, and performing in public venues around Chicago. 

The Theatre Technology and Musical Theatre Departments presented 
two fall musicals produced by Matthew Travisano and the late Dan Kryston — 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and I Remember Mama. The spring musical, 
Ragtime, was another successful, sold-out production that brought together a 
cast of over 40 SOTA students and  several young actors from neighborhood 
elementary schools. 



2010-11Highlights of the Year
The SOTA Theatre Department presented Beth Henley’s Pulitzer Prize-winning 
play, Crimes of the Heart. Originally staged in 1978, our production was directed 
by Ellen Koivisto and designed by Phillip I. Rayher.

SOTA Dance Department Advanced Dancers won 2nd place in the Dance 
Under the Stars Choreography Festival in Palm Desert, CA. The festival grew out 
of the need to provide emerging choreographers with support and opportunities 
to showcase their art. Choreographers and dancers from all over the country 
participated this exciting event!

PTSA presented the first Alumni Night by inviting SOTA alumni to share their 
stories with parents, students, and faculty. Ten illustrious SOTA alums that 
graduated between 1986 through 2009 came to speak and four others sent 
letters that were read aloud to the audience. It was an inspirational and unique 
evening for all!

For the 2nd year in a row, SOTA’s Creative Writing students won the San 
Francisco City Final in the national Poetry Out Loud Contest. National 
Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation partnered with state arts 
agencies to support Poetry Out Loud, which encourages the nation’s youth to 
learn about great poetry through memorization and recitation. This program 
helps students master public speaking skills, build self-confidence, and learn 
about their literary heritage.

Principal Sgarlato traveled to the People’s Republic of China to learn more 
about Chinese culture and language. Primarily, the focus was to exchange ideas 
with Chinese educators and visit schools to begin a dialogue about teaching 
and learning in the two countries. The trip was sponsored by the Chinese 
government through the Hanban/Confucius Institute and covered all cost except 
for the travel fare. The agenda was filled with presentations, travel to cultural 
sites of importance, school visits and ample sampling of Chinese cuisine.
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Financial Reports for 2010-11

2010-11

Grants & Corporate Donations 56,469.89
Fundraising Income 331,561.63
Performances/Event Income 155,871.89
Misc Income 8,329.17
SFUSD Artist-in-Residence Income 233,760.00

Total Revenue and Support 785,992.58

2010-11 Revenue and Support

2010-11 Expenditures

2010-11

Artists-In-Residence / Professional Services 394,050.64 
Performance related expenses 97,877.40 
Arts Facilities Improvements 36,709.58 
Arts Enrichment 146,858.50 
Arts Supplies and Equipment 129,438.43 
General Office / Administrative Expenses 14,798.77

Total Expenditures 819,733.32 
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A Heartfelt Thank You to

Our Generous 2010-11 Supporters
Every attempt has been made to list contributors accurately. If we have inadvertently made an error or omission, please accept our sincere apologies and 
contact our office at 415.781.9994. Contributors list includes donations received between July 1, 2010 and June 30, 2011 
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Steven & Ellen Schultz
Thomas & Delia Serame
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Rachael Shapiro
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Kenneth & Mary Shockey
Traci Siegel
Howard Simon
Jennifer Skutelsky
Cleavon Smith
Diana Smith
Laurie A Soman
Patricia Soto
Allison Stastny
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Barry Symonds
Richard Symonds
Morris Tamsky
Christine Tawadrous
John Thelen-Steere
Elizabeth B. Thomas
Karla M Tomfohrde
Elaine Tong
Martha & Ronald Torres
Ann Townsager
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Marsha J. Treadwell
Laurie Ann Udesky 
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2010-11Board of Directors
Michael Palladino President

Parent of Zoe Palladino, Vocal 2007
Central-360, Inc., Owner

Colleen Ivie Vice-President
Parent of Devon Ivie, Instrumental Music 2012

Anne Yanow Outreach Commitee Chair
Parent of Hannah Yanow, Dance 2005
Uecker & Associates, Inc., Account Manager

Judy Barkett Strategic Planning Committee Chair
Parent of Megan King, Theatre 2010
VenueTech Management Group, Vice President

Jerry Pannone Board Member
Emeritus Chair of Instrumental Music

Joe Rosenblatt Alumni Committee Chair
Former Principal of School of the Arts

The Friends of School of the Arts is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization 
founded in 2000 to create a fundraising entity and an active alumni 
association. The Friends of School of the Arts works closely with 
the Ruth Asawa San Francisco School of the Arts faculty and 
administration to identify and secure funding for needs such as artists-
in-residence, arts supplies, musical instruments, technical equipment, 
educational trips, master classes, course fees, Advanced Placement 
tests, textbooks, student publications, and collaborative projects. 

236 West Portal Avenue #844 • San Francisco • CA • 94127 • www.fosota.org
Tax ID #94-3373066
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